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Property Area Rectification & BUPI
Georeferencing in Portugal
Why Area Rectification May Be Necessary

When buying or selling a property in Central Portugal, discrepancies in area measurements often arise
between key documents:

â€œCaderneta Predialâ€• (Tax Registry / Finance Office)
â€œCertidÃ£o de Teorâ€• (Land Registry / Notary Office)

If these records do not match, a legally valid Area Rectification Survey must be conducted by a 
certified surveyor engineer to correct and certify the exact boundaries and dimensions of the
property.

When Is an Area Rectification Needed?

âœ  Discrepancies in registered land area between official documents.
âœ  Unclear or outdated boundary markings (common in rural properties).
âœ  Tax declaration errors (historically, some owners underreported land to reduce taxes).
âœ  Preparing for a sale, inheritance, or legal dispute to ensure full transparency.
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1. Field Survey â€“ A licensed engineer measures the property using GPS technology and modern
topographic methods.

2. Neighbor Agreement â€“ Adjacent landowners sign the survey to confirm boundaries (avoiding
future disputes).

3. Official Submission â€“ The certified report is submitted to the Tax Authority (FinanÃ§as) and 
Land Registry for updates.

BUPI Georeferencing â€“ Modernizing Rural Land Registration

Portugalâ€™s BUPI (BalcÃ£o Ãšnico do PrÃ©dio) system is a digital platform that integrates 
georeferenced property data, improving accuracy and transparency in land registration.

Why Georeference Your Property in BUPI?
âœ” Precise GPS Mapping â€“ Clearly marks boundaries, avoiding conflicts with neighbors.
âœ” Legal Security â€“ Officially registered plots reduce risks in transactions.
âœ” Future-Proofing â€“ Aligns with Portugalâ€™s push toward full digital land registry.

Historical Context: Why Many Properties Need Rectification

Decades ago, rural land registration was often estimated visually or with basic tools, leading to
inaccuracies. Many owners also declared only part of their land (e.g., agricultural plots but not
forests) to lower tax costs. Today, rectifying these records ensures legal clarity and fair taxation.

Affordable & Increasingly Essential

The process is cost-effective, and more owners are opting for rectification to:

Resolve doubts before selling or inheriting.
Prevent legal issues with neighbors or authorities.
Prepare for future regulations (Portugal is moving toward mandatory updated registrations).

Need Help?

We provide certified area rectification surveys and BUPI georeferencing services for rural and
urban properties in Central Portugal. Contact us to ensure your property records are accurate and
legally secure!
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